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"Health Care" 
also includes 
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also includes 
health ABOVE 

the neck
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Oral Health Policy Tool 
August 31, 2010

#1#1 –– Requiring water systems of a specified size to provide Requiring water systems of a specified size to provide 

optimallyoptimally--fluoridated water to their customers.  fluoridated water to their customers.  

#2#2 -- Creating a category of “public health dental hygienist” who Creating a category of “public health dental hygienist” who 

could provide screenings, cleanings, fluoride treatments and could provide screenings, cleanings, fluoride treatments and 
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dental sealants in a collaborative practice in schools, community dental sealants in a collaborative practice in schools, community 
health centers, local health units and longhealth centers, local health units and long--term care facilities, term care facilities, 
without the patient have first been seen by a dentist.  without the patient have first been seen by a dentist.  

#3#3 -- Allowing physicians and nurses to provide fluoride varnish Allowing physicians and nurses to provide fluoride varnish 

including the mechanism for Medicaid reimbursement.  including the mechanism for Medicaid reimbursement.  

#4  #4  -- Requiring a dental exam before a child could attend Requiring a dental exam before a child could attend 
kindergarten.  kindergarten.  

#5 #5 -- Allowing licensed dental hygienists to be Medicaid providers Allowing licensed dental hygienists to be Medicaid providers 
with their own provider numbers.with their own provider numbers.
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Public Awareness 
Campaigns on Fluoridation
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Barriers to 
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Barriers to 
Fluoridation
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Anti-fluoridationists
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Anti-fluoridationists
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The Arguments – from A to Z

�� PoisonPoison

�� MindMind--controlcontrol

�� CancerCancer

�� FluorosisFluorosis
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�� FluorosisFluorosis

�� Chemical industry profitsChemical industry profits

�� Black helicoptersBlack helicopters

�� New HHS/EPA recommendationsNew HHS/EPA recommendations

�� Free willFree will

�� US and Arkansas ConstitutionsUS and Arkansas ConstitutionsO
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Other Tactics

�� FOIAFOIA

�� Threatened lawsuitsThreatened lawsuits

�� “Interim study” on infant formula“Interim study” on infant formula
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�� “Interim study” on infant formula“Interim study” on infant formula

�� MisdirectionMisdirection
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Why We Need Partners
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Arkansas Oral 
Health Coalition, Inc.
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Smiles:  AR, U.S.Smiles:  AR, U.S.
TMTM
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Arkansas Academy of General Dentistry
Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families

Arkansas Center for Health Improvement
Arkansas Commission on Child Abuse, Rape and Domestic Violence

Arkansas Chapter – American Academy of Pediatrics
Arkansas Children’s Hospital

Arkansas Dental Assistants Association
Arkansas Department of Education - Office of Coordinated School Health

Arkansas Department of Higher Education
Arkansas Department of Health - Office of Oral Health

Arkansas Department of Health - Office of Rural Health and Primary Care
Arkansas Department of Health – ConnectCare Program

Arkansas Department of Health – Tobacco Prevention and Education Program
Arkansas Department of Human Services - Division of Developmental Disabilities

Arkansas Department of Human Services - Division of Medical Services
Arkansas Department of Higher Education

Arkansas Head Start Association
Arkansas Health Care Access Foundation

Arkansas Minority Health Commission
Arkansas School Nurses Association

Arkansas State Board of Dental Examiners
Arkansas State Dental Association
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Arkansas State Dental Association
Arkansas State Dental Hygienists’ Association

Child Development, Inc.
Community Dental Clinic (Ft. Smith)

Community Health Centers of Arkansas
Conway Interfaith Clinic

Delta Dental Plan of Arkansas
Donald W. Reynolds Center on Aging

Healthy Connections, Inc.
Interfaith Clinic of El Dorado

Office of the Governor
Partners for Inclusive Communities

Pulaski Technical College Dental Assisting Department
University of Arkansas - Cooperative Extension Service

Ronald McDonald House Charities
UAFS Dental Hygiene Program

UALR Children International
UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute

UAMS College of Health Related Professions - Department of Dental Hygiene
UAMS College of Public Health

UAMS Office of Regional Programs (AHEC)
White River Rural Health Initiative
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Early Attempts

HB2627 of 2005HB2627 of 2005
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•• Arkansas Arkansas Advocates for Children and FamiliesAdvocates for Children and Families

•• Arkansas Center for Health ImprovementArkansas Center for Health Improvement

•• Arkansas Chapter Arkansas Chapter –– American Academy of PediatricsAmerican Academy of Pediatrics

•• Arkansas Arkansas Children’s HospitalChildren’s Hospital

•• Arkansas Arkansas Department of Health Department of Health -- Office of Oral HealthOffice of Oral Health

2011 2011 -- The Key PlayersThe Key Players
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•• Arkansas Arkansas Department of Health Department of Health -- Office of Oral HealthOffice of Oral Health

•• Arkansas Arkansas Department of Human Services Department of Human Services --
Division Division of Medical Servicesof Medical Services

•• Arkansas Arkansas State Dental AssociationState Dental Association

•• Arkansas State Dental Hygienists’ AssociationArkansas State Dental Hygienists’ Association

•• Community Community Health Centers of ArkansasHealth Centers of Arkansas

•• Delta Delta Dental Plan of Dental Plan of ArkansasArkansas
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Registered 
Lobbyists
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89th Session of 
the Arkansas 

General 
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General 
Assembly
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SB359

Guaranteeing access to 
fluoridated water to 
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fluoridated water to 
Arkansans living on water 

systems that serve 5,000 or 
more customers

O
n

e
 S

ta
te

’s
 J

o
u

rn
e

y
 t

o
 W

a
te

r 
F

lu
o

ri
d

a
ti

o
n

O
n

e
 S

ta
te

’s
 J

o
u

rn
e

y
 t

o
 W

a
te

r 
F

lu
o

ri
d

a
ti

o
n



Delta Dental of 
Arkansas Foundation

At least At least $500,000 to fund $500,000 to fund 
equipment and equipment and 
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equipment and equipment and 
installation costs for the installation costs for the 

32 new systems32 new systems
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Pew Children's Dental Campaign

��Statewide PollingStatewide Polling

��AdvocacyAdvocacy
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��AdvocacyAdvocacy

��LobbyingLobbying
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Arkansas General Assembly

�� Senate Committee on Public Health, Senate Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Labor Welfare and Labor –– passed passed 

�� Arkansas Senate Arkansas Senate –– passed 25passed 25--77
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�� Arkansas Senate Arkansas Senate –– passed 25passed 25--77

�� House Committee on Public Health, House Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Labor Welfare and Labor –– passed passed 

�� Arkansas House Arkansas House –– passed 56passed 56--3535
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The “End Result”

SB359 is now SB359 is now SB359 is now SB359 is now 
Act 197 of 2011Act 197 of 2011



The Real End Result

�� 640,000 more Arkansans will 640,000 more Arkansans will 
benefit from water fluoridationbenefit from water fluoridation

�� Arkansas’ fluoridation rate will Arkansas’ fluoridation rate will 
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�� Arkansas’ fluoridation rate will Arkansas’ fluoridation rate will 
increase from 64.5% to 87%increase from 64.5% to 87%

��Arkansans will have Arkansans will have 
better oral healthbetter oral healthO
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The Battle Continues

�� Ft. SmithFt. Smith

�� Public hearingPublic hearing

�� Grant applicationGrant application
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�� Grant applicationGrant application

�� Other impossible grantsOther impossible grants

�� but small systems are applyingbut small systems are applying
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Questions
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Lynn Douglas Mouden, DDS, MPH
Director, Office of Oral Health
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